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Ma. HARRISs SERMON, 
DELIVERED ar OXFORD, 
BEFORE THE FRATERNITY or 
FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS. 
Lukx ii. 14; 
wt * Glry to Gop in the higheſt, and on earth 

A and good will towards men.” 
HE Angelic hoſts, bring- | 
ing © good tidings of 
12 joy which ſhall be 
to all people,” deſcended 


DN N 


to earth from their 
ä ba of celeſtial glory to announce the 


arrival of the 2855 expected Meſſiah.— 
<« the 
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« the deſire of all nations.” They came 
as the retinue of the Heavenly Prince, 
to honor his miſſion, and congratulate 


. mankind on his advent. Tranſported 


with the happy proſpects which were 


no opening to the view of the world, 
they pronounced © peace on earth and 


good will towards men,” to be the deſign 


and legitimate fruits of this new diſpen- 
ſation. The words of our text form the 


choral ſong with which they celebrated 
an event ſo glorious to Gop, ſo auſpi- 
cious to man. They expreſs the matter, 
as well as ground and reaſon of their ac- 

clamations of joy. And they ſupply a 


flit topic of diſcourſe before an Inſtitu- 


tion which breathes the ſame ſentiment, 

and cooperates with the ſame plans of 

benevolence and peace. In commenting 

upon them, we ſhall conſider how they 

are indicative of the deſign and effect of 

the Chriſtian Religion; and then apply 
| DT . 


them to the purpoſes of the preſent aſ- 

ſembling, by ſnewing how expreſlive 
they are of the pacific and benevolent 
EET of Free he | 


„Let us, rb, examine the PER 
genius and tendency of the Chriſtian re- 
"WY 


The many prophecies, in the Old 
Teſtament, which relate to the Meſſiah, 
and intimate the deſign and foretel the 
effect of his miſſion, uniformly ſpeak of 
tim as coming to reftore peace on earth, 
and to promote the beſt temporal and 
ſpiritual intercits of mankind. They + 
give him the title of © the Prince of 
peace.”* They declare; that of the in- 
creaſe of his government and peace there 
ſhall be no end. + They deſcribe the 
genius and aufpicious influence of that 
dominion which he will exerciſe, (after 
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the Oriental manner) by a beautiful aſ- 
ſemblage of exquiſite and expreſſive im- 


agery; comparing its effects in recon- 


ciling the moſt hoſtile, and reforming. 
and taming the moſt ſavage diſpoſitions, 


toa ſoftening of brutal natures, —to © the 


wolf and the leopard, no longer fierce, 
lying down with the lamb and the kid; 


the calf and the young lion led in the 
fame peaceful band, and that by a little 


child; the heifer and the ſhe bear feed- 
ing together, and lodging their young, 


of whom they uſed to be ſo jealous, in 


the fame place; and all the ſerpent kind 


becoming ſo harmleſs that the ſucking 
child may ſafely put his hand on the 
baſiliſk's den, and play on the hole of the 
aſpic. * — Finally, it was promiſed that 

* Tſai. xi. 6-9. © The Greek and Latin Poets have 
painted their Golden Age in very beautiful colors, but 
the exquiſite imagery of Iſaiah flands unequalled and 


inimitable”? | 
Smith's Summary View of the Prophets, page 39» 


. 


9 
the Meſſiah ſhould come to publiſh 


peace,* and to eſtabliſh with mane = . 


” the covenant of peace. 


2 8 
7 


Concurring with theſe predictions, his, 

religion is ſtiled, in he New Teflament, » 
a the goſpel of peace. T He indeed 
came and ſpake peace to the people.” 
He conſoled his diſciples by affuring - 
them that in him they ſhould have 
peace. And he left them a legacy in 
the . ſtrain. $ | 


80 Aa a frequency and agree- 
ment, in the uſe and application of this 
word and ſentiment, naturally excites our 
curioſity to know in what ſenſe he 
brought peace on earth, and prod uced 
good will among men.** This 1s the 
ſubject « of our ir preſent enquiry. 

8 1. The 


* Tſai. Iii. 7. Nahum i. 15. + Ifai. liv. 10. Ezek. 
xxxiv. 10. f Rom. x. 15. || John xvi. 33. Jahn 
iv. 27. ** Biſhop Porteus. 2» 
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1. The words of our text may be con- 
| ſidered as a Doch of SPIRITUAL 
i PEACE. | 
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; fel 
j Chriſt, who came to reſtore the hu- 


man race, alienated from Gop by wick- 
ed works, made our peace with the juſt- 
ly offended Deity, and thus procured us 
that peace of mind which the world 
could not give, nor we otherwiſe obtain. 


— — 


25 2 . — : Go TORE? 
; * r ISRE S 22 
. 


reer & 
ASS I — Crt NO 


DDr ND 2 "o00es.2 


FP 


r A 2. cor + 


06 FS 24 00024 bis) 


“He is our peace, faith the Apoſtle, 
i | that he might reconcile us to Gop.”* 
=o He came and preached peace to you 
(the Gentiles) that were afar off, and 
to them (the Jews) which were nigh.” + 
« Being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
with Gop through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” Theſe expreſſions, and the 
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| many others of the like import in the 
il chriſtian ſcriptures, ſhew us that the 
an 


primary 


TR * Epheſ, ii, 16. + Ephef. ii. 17, f Rom. v. 1. 
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primary ſenſe in which this peace is pro- 
cured, 1s that of a ſpirituul nature. But, 


2. Our text may be conſidered as an- 
nouncing peace on _ in a Truro- 5 
RAL SENSE, | 


The life, the character, the inſtruc- 
tions of Jeſus, all exhibited and recom- 
mended benevolence and peace. And 
his religion is eminently calculated to 
promote peace on earth and good will 
towards men,” not only by reſtraining 
or deſtroying every paſſion which is un- 
friendly to human happineſs, but by ex- 
citing every virtue, and cheriſhing every 
_ diſpoſition conducive to the mutual in- 
tereſts, and conciliatory « of the mutual r re- 
gards of mund, £2 Wn 


One great je of chriſtianity is to 
open the heart, en the ſocial affec- 
ä tions, 
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tions, and render man benevolently diſ- 
poſed towards all his fellow beings ; to 
promote the moſt friendly intercourſe 
and kind offices; to eſtabliſh human ſo- 
ciety in peace and good order; and to 
contribute to the ſecurity, comfort, and 
true enjoyment of this life, as well as to 
lead men to eternal happineſs and glory 
beyond the grave. The ſyſtem itſelf is 
univerſal benevolence and philanthropy. 
Its pacific nature and amicable tendency 
will clearly appear, if we examine its gen- 
eral ſtructure, or conſider the ſpirit of its 
laws. It recommends an affectionate 
temper and demeanor, repreſſes ill will 
and injuries of every kind and degree, 
and forbids every act by which the peace 
or enjoyment of our neighbor may be in- 
terrupted. Follow peace with all 
men“ if it be poſſible, as much as 
lieth in you live peaceably with all 
cc © men” "vgs 


* Heb, xii. 14. 


bY. 3 . 


— — 


men *—<© haye peace one with anoth- 
*er”-+—ſtudy the things which make for 
peace are familiar and frequent in- 

junctions, are leſſons which perpetually 
recur in the writings of the New F eſta- 
ment. | 


So that in this religion there is noth- 
ing hoſtile to the peace of ſociety, or the 
happineſs of mankind : But, on the 
. contrary, all its influence is on the ſide 
of human felicity. And it is certain, 
that, the more chriſtianity is known and 
followed, the more will men become 
improved, and the fewer will be their 
contentions, corruptions and crimes : 
The more mild will be their govern- 
ments, the more equitable their laws, 
and the more ſecure and laſting . na- 
tional proſperity. . 
In 


* Rom. xii, 18, + Mark ix. 50. 1 Rom. xiv. 19. 
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In every country over which chriſti- 
anity has ſpread its peaceful and concili- 
ating influence, it has meliorated the 
whole conſtitution of ſociety; rectified 
its general codes and inſtitutions; mix- 


ed with the civil arrangements and ſo- 
cial habits of life; and diſplayed its ef- 


fects in common tranſactions and pri- 
vate intercourſe, in every ſcene of pub- 
lic engagement or domeſtic enjoyment. 


_ © It has ſoftened the tyranny of Kings 


and the rigor of the laws ; and re- 
ſtrained the pride of ambition, the hor- 
rors of war, and the inſolence of con- 
queſt. * Thus has it been the cauſe of 
genuine and efficient benefit to man- 
kind. And we may confidently aſſert, 
that, were the goſpel univerſally receiv- 


ed, rightly underſtood, and conſcien- 


tiouſly practiſed, under its mild domin- 
ion there would be no wars nor fight- 
ings; no tyranny, civil or religious; 
5 no 
Porteus. 


no injuſtice, envy, nor malice; no pub- 
lie or private wrongs: But peace and 
love, freedom and benevolence, would 
bleſs the whole world. What a change 
would take place in the condition of 
mankind, were chriſtianity to obtain 
ſuch an extenſive influence, ſuch a glo- 
rious triumph! How proſperous and 
happy would all nations be in © the a- 
bundance of peace! 


| Such is the peaceful genius and ten- 
dency of the chrutian diſpenſation | 


I I will now cloſe my diſcourſe by ob- 
ſerving that the language of our text is 
alſo: the 242 hi of FREE MASONRY. 


All its "plats are ok. It coope- 
rates with our bleſſed religion in regu- 
lating the tempers, reſtraining the paſ- 
ſions, ſweetening the diſpoſitions, and 
harmonizing 
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harmonizing the diſcordant intereſts of 
men. In its boſom flows cheerily the 
milk of human kindneſs ; and its heart 
expands with love and good will. It 


quiet ſpirit.” In one hand it holds out 


the olive branch of peace; and in the 
other the liberal donation of charity. 


In all countries, and in all ages he 
true and accepted” have been found to 
conduct as peaceable citizens, and ac- 
knowledged to be the firm and decided 


ſupporters of. good order, government, 


and religion. How much, then, are we 
ſurprized to find oppoſers to an aſſocia- 
tion whoſe whole law is peace, and whoſe 


wholediſpoſitionis love; which 15 known 


to diſcourage by an expreſs prohibition 
the introduction and diſcuſſion of politi- 
cal or religious topics in its aſſemblies ; 


and which forbids in the moſt poſitive and 


ſolemn 


E 


dmlemn manner all Plots, bp 
and rebellions. But, notwithſtanding 
the i ignorant miſtake, and the prejudiced | 
cenſure the Society, we are perſuaded 


that its real character 1s too well known, 
and its credit too well ſupported, to be 
injured by their miſrepreſentations, or 


deſtroyed by their invectives. When 


they charge us with demoraliging prin- 


ciples, we will tell them that ſome of the 


moſt orthodox and reſpectable Clergy- 
men are of our order ; and when they 
impute to us diforganizing attempts, 

we will remind that WASHINGTON is 
our patron and friend. 15 


Little ſnould we deſerve the name of 


the Sons of peace, if we violated our al- 
legiance as ſubjects; much leſs ſhould 


we merit the protection of the Legiſla- 


ture, if we gave the ſlighteſt encourage- 
ment to machinations againſt the na- 
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tional tranquility, or the poiſonous 


breath of ſeditious — That we 
depart from evikand do good, and that* 


we uniformly follow after the things that 


make for peace, and things whereby we 


may edify one another, and promote the 


general welfare 
which we belong, and of mankind at 


the community to 


large, is at once our characteriſtic pro- 
feſſion, our duty, our intereſt, and our 
praiſe. And while we thus feel and act, 


2 


and are thus known to the world, we 


may be perfectly eaſy about thoſe un- 
friendly ſuggeſtions which have been 


Conſtitutions, and none will fear who 
ſee our conduct. | 
L 


propagated againſt the Society; which, 


however, none will believe who read our 


* Dr, Warkixs' charge at the expulſion of a maſon in | 


England, who had “ perſiſted in declaiming on ſtate af- 
fairs, in a manner which was calculated to excite diſafe 


tection to Government.” 8vo, Lond. 1796. 


nad ſalute the the Officers and Brethre 80 
the Lodge this day! Nane nn 
with fraternal affe. A 
unto you, and peace eder helpers. 
n your hours of | private inter- 


Under the PP ſhades of your 
toning Or BRANCH may you 


find refreſMWnent. Fair be its promiſing 
flowers,, and plentiful its rich fruits ! 
And may the falutary oil it diſtils, heal 


all the wounds which care, trouble, or 


alumny may make in your hearts ; and, 
like the precious ointment on the head 
of Aaron, make your face to ſhine with 
gladneſs, and diffuſe far around you the 


grateful and reviving perfume of honor, 


praiſe, and glory ! 


Peace 


* 1 Chron. Xii. 18. 
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